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lieutenant I hyer 0 the felleYs
a talkin loud jes beyant Legraces
place They aint no sort o sense atryln to hit anything a shootin1 In
the dark nohow

When they reached the thick of the
town there was a strange stir In the
dusky Men were slipping from
houne arming themselves andjoining their neighbors Clark had sentan order earlier In the evening forbid
ding any street demonstration by the
inhabitants but he might as well have
ordered the wind not to blow or the
river tp stand still Oncle Jazon knewevery man whose outline he could see
or whose voice he heard He called
each one by name

Here Roger fall Louis
Alphonse Victor Octave venez Icl
heres the American army come with
me His rapid French phrases leaped
forth a if shot from a pistol ida
shrill voice familiar to every ear in
Vlnc nnes drew the Creole militiamen-
to him and soon Beverleys company
had doubled Its numbers while at the
same time Its enthusiasm and ability to
make a noise had increased in a fargreater proportion In accordance with
an order from Clark they now took po

near the northeast corner of the
and began tiring although in

the darkness there was butlittle op-
portunity for marksmanship

Oncle Jazon had found Citizens Le
grace and Bossoron and through them
Clarks men were supplied with ammu-
nition of which they stood greatly In
need their powder having got wet durlug their long watery march By 9
oclock the fort was completely

and from every direction the
rlllemen and musketeers were pouring
in volley after volley Beverley with
his men took the cover of a fence and
some houses sixty yards from the
Blockade Here to their surprise they
found themselves below the line of
Hamiltons cannon whirh being
Planted on the second floor of the fort
could not be sufficiently depressed to
bear upon them A well directed mus
ket fire however fell from the loop
holes of the block houses the bullets
rattling merrily against the cover be
hind which the attacking forces lay

Beyerley was thinking of Alice dur-
ing every moment of all this stir and
tumult He feared that she might stiltbeaprisoner In the fort exposed to
the very buUets that his men were dis
charging atevery crack and cranny of
those loosely constructed buildings
Should he ever see her again Would
she care for him What would be the
end of all this terrible suspense Tho6
remote forebodings of evils formessshadowy Ineffable which have harried
the lovers heart since time began
crowded all pleasant anticipations out
of his mind

Clark in passing hurriedly from corn
pany to company around the line
stopped for a little while when he
found Beverley

Have you plenty of ammunitionwas hlsfirst inquiry
A mighty sight we kin see to

with Oncle Jazonright smart o dad burn fool
ishness to be wastin it on nothin
seems like to me t wed better the
darted afire an smoke the skunks

j Speak when you are spoken to my

tmt in where he
eroirchfcd-

i Ventreblcu Im not askln you
I Colonel 4 lark nor no other man whr-
j I shall speak I talks whenever I gitsrudy an I shoots jes the same way

So yed better go on bout yer businesslike a white man Close up yer own
whopper Jawed mouth ef ye want any

ahet up
I is that you Jazon Youre so
little 1 didnt know you Certainly

all I care Clark replied assuming
tone Then turning again to

Keep up the tiring and the
noise the fort will be in themorning

Whats the use of waiting tillmorning Beverley demanded withimpatience Wo can tear that stock-
ade to pieces with our hands in halfan hour

I dont think so lieutenant It Is
butter to play for the sure thing Keep
up the racket and be ready for em ifthey rush out AVe must not fail to
capture time hairbuyer general

He passed on with something cheer-
ful to say whenever he found a squad-
of his devoted men He knew how to
humor and manage those independent
and undisciplined yet heroically brave
follows What to see and hear what
to turn aside as a joke what to insist
upon with inflexible mastery he knew
by the tine Instantaneous sense of
genius There were many men of On
cle Jazons cast true as steel but re-
fractory as flint who could not be
dominated by any person no matter-
of what stamp or office To them an
order an insult but a suggestion

and captured them Strange
seem theirs was the con-

quering spirit of America the spirit
wlrich has survived every turn of prog-
ress and built up the great body of
our independence

Beverley submitted to Clarks plan
with wnU patience he could and all
night lomr tired shot for shot with the
beet riflemen In his squad It was a
fatiguing performance with apparent-
ly littlo result beyond toning the gar-
rison now and again to lose time em-
brasures thus periodically silencing
the cannon Toward the close of the
night a relaxation showed itself in the
shouting and tiring all round the line
BeverleyH men especially the Creoles
held out bravely in th of
noise but even they

to desultory bubbling and half sleepy
chattering and chaffing

Beverley leaned mxm a rude fence
and for a time neglected to reload his-
hot O course he was thinking-
of Alice he could not think in
any other but it gave him a
shock mind R start when he presently
hwird her name mentioned by a little
Frenchman near him on the left

Th rell never b another such a
girl in Post Vincennesas Alie Runs

the fellow said in the soft
patois and to think of her be-

ing shot like a dog
And by stan who calls a

governor tool said another Ah as
for myself Im In favor of
alive when we capture him

Kt moi aussi chimed in a third
voice That poor girl must be
avenged who shot her must
die Holy Virgin but If Gaspard
Houssillon were only here

But he is here I saw him just aft-
er dark He was In great lighting tem-
per that terrible man our but I
should not like to be Colonel Hanrilton
and fall in the way of that Gaspard
RousslUon

Morbleu I should say not You
may leave me out of a chance like

I shouldnt mind seeing Gaspard
the governor Ah

would be too good
for shooting Mademoiselle Alice

Beverley could scarcely hold himself
erect by the fence the smoky foggy
landscape swam round him heavy and
strange He uttered a groan which
brought Oncle Jazon to his side in
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Qu avezvous Whats the mater
the old man demanded with quick
sympathy Rev they hit ye lieuten-
ant aitye hurt much

did not hear the old mans
words did not feel his kindly tos h

Alice he murmured dead

Yaas drawled Oncle Jazon I
about it soon an I intor town

Its a sorry thing a mighty sorry thing
But mebby I wont do a little
to that

Beverley straightened himself and
lifted his gun forgetting that he had

leveled it at the fort touched the
trigger Simultaneously with his move-
ment an embrasure opened and a can-
non flashed its roar flanked on either
side by a crackling of British

Some bullets struck the fence
flung splinters into Oncle Jasons

face A cannon knocked a
from time a house hard by

and sent it whirling through the air
Ventrcbleu et apres What the

devil next Better knock a fellers eyes
out the old man cried 1 aint a
loin ye

He capered around his
face after the manner ofa scalded

Beverley was struck In the
breast by a flattened and spent
that glanced from a fence picket
shock caused him to stagger and drop
his gun but he quickly picked it
and turned to his companion

Are you hurt Oncle Jazon he in-

quired Are you hurt
Not a bit jes kert mos into a

duck lit Thought a cannon
had knocked my whole dang face
my throat Nothin but a handful o
splinters in my poorty countnanoe-
makin my head feel like a porcpine
But 1 sort o thought 1 somepin
give you a diff

Something did lilt fever
ley laying a hand on hits breast but-
I dont think it was a bullet They
seem to be getting our range
Tell the men to keep well under cover
They must not expose themselves until
we are ready to charge

The shock had brought him back to
his duty as a leader of his little com-
pany and with the funeral bell of all
his lifes happiness tolling in his ag-
onized heart he turned afresh to direct-
Ing the fire upon the block house

About this time a runner came from
Clark with an order to cease firing and
let a returning party of British scouts
under Captain Lamothe the-

I fort unharmed A it
I seemed to both officers and men but
It was implicitly obeyed Clarks
genius here made another tine strategic

He knew that unless he let the
go back into the stockade they

would escape by running away and
might possibly organize an army of In
dians with which succor Hamilton
But If they were permitted to go inside
they could be captured with the rest
of the garrison hence his order

A few minutes passed in dead silence
Captain Lamothe and his party
marched close by where Beverleys
squad was lying concealed It was a
difficult task to restrain the Creoles
for some of themhated Lamothe Oncle
Jason squirmed like a snake while they
filed past all unaware that an enemy
lurked so near When they reached the

and they began to the
wall crowding AJid one an
other In wild haste Oncle Jazon could
hold in no longer

Ya ya yal he yelled Look
the ladder Is afallin wi ye

Then all the lurking crowd shouted-
as one man and sure enough down
came a and all in a crash-
ing heap

Silence silence Beverley com-
manded but he could not check the
wild jeering and laughing while the
bruised and hastily
erected their ladder again fairly tum-
bling over one another in their haste-
to ascend and so cleared the wan fall-
ing into the stockade to join the

Ventrehleu shrieked Oncle Jazon
Theyve gone to bed but well wake
em up at the crack o day an give em
a breakfas o

Now the fighting was resumed with
redoubled spirit and noise and when

came affording sufficient light
out bead sights on the

Kentucky rifles the matchless marks
men in Clarks band forced the British
to close the embrasures and entirely
cease trying to use their cannon but
the fight with small arms went merrily
on until the middle forenoon

Meantime Gaspard Rousslllon had
tied Francis Maisonvilles hands fast
and hard with the strap of his bullet
pouch

Now 111 scalp you he said in a
rumbling tone terrible to hear And
wlthTils words out game his hunting
knife from its sheath

0 have mercy my dear Monsieur
vrled the panting captive

have mercy
Mercy yes like your colonels

thatswhat youll get You stand by
that forbon that scelerat that bandit
and help him Oh yes youll get
mercy Yes time same mercy that he

to my poor little Alice Your
I if you pj asal A
I it wont hurt much

for the sake of
Gaspard for

Ziff Poor little Alice
But I swear that 1

Tout de memo monsieur je vais
vous scalper maintenant

j In fact he had taken off a part of
Maisonvilles when a party of
soldiers among whom were Maison

I brother a brave loyal
ArnerKan cause were attracted

j by his cries and came to his rescue
M lioussillon struggled bravely In

I sisting upon completing his cruel
J but be was at
I ered partly by brute force and partly

by the pleading of
brother and made to desist The big
mun wept with rage when he saw the
bleeding prisoner protected Eh blen
Ill keep what Ive he roared
and Ill take the rest of it next time
Ho shook the tuft of httir at Maison

chile and glared like a mud bull
Two or three other members of La

mothes band were captured about th
same time by some of the French mi

I litiamen and Clark when on his round
cheering and directing his forces dis-
covered that prisoners were be
ins as Some young cre

effect of fight had bound the poor
and were firing from behind

them Of course the commander
promptly put an end to this cruelty
but they considered it exquisite fun
while It was In broad

and they knew that the English
in the fort could see what they were
doing

Its shameful to treat in
this way id Clark
mit It the next man that offers
to do thing

One of the creole youths a handsome
swarthy Adonis in his
shapely head with a debonair smile

be sure mon colonel but what
have they been doing to us We have
amused them all winter its but
that they should give us a Utile
now

shrugged his broad shoulders
on He understood perfectly

what the people of Vlncennes had suf
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fered under Hamiltons brutal admin-
istration

At 9 oclock an ocdorwas passed to
cease tiring and a tag o truce was
seen going front CIarks headquarters-
to the fort It was a peremptory ie i

mand for unconditional surrender
Hamilton refused and was
fiercely resumed from behind rude I

breastworks meantime Every
loophole and opening of whatever sort
was the focus into which the unerring i

backwoods rifles sent their
Men began to fall In the fort j

and every moment expected
an assault In forceon all sides of the
stockade This if successful would j
mean inevitable massacre Clark had
warned hm of the terrible conse-
quences of holding out until the
should come For said he in
to the governor if I am obliged to
storm you may depend upon such
treatment as is justly due to rt imitr
derer

Historians have wondered why Ham
ilton became so excited acted so
strangely after receiving the note The
phrase due to a murderer is
the key mystery When he read-
It his sank and a terrible fear
seized due to a murderer
ah that calm white beautiful girlish

wisp of It Such
dug to a mur-

derer Cold drops of sweat broke out
on his forehead and a hiveij went
through his body

During time truce weary yet
still enthusiastic besiegers enjoyed a
good breakfast prepared fdr them by

I

the loyal dames of Little
Adrienne Bourcier was phe of the
handmaidens of the occasion She
brought to Beverleys basket

as large as herselfJieaped high
with roasted duck and
bread while another huge
Jugs of coffee fragrant and
hot men cheered them
complimented them without reserve
so that before their service was pvcr
their faces Were glowing with delight

And yet was
easy and full of some

Rene de Ronviile Surely some
her friends must know some

thing about him Ah there was Oncle
Jazon Doubtless he cOuld tell her all
that she wanted to know She lingered
after the food was and
shyly Inquired

Haint seed the scamp said Oncle
Jazon only he used the patofe most
familiar to the girls ear Killed an
scalped long ago I

His mouth was so full thai he spoke
mumbllngly and with utmost difficulty
Nor did he glance at whose
face tookon as great pallor as herr
brown complexion show

Beverley ate of the
He sat apart on a piece of tinjber that
projected from the rough breastwork
and gave himself over to infinite misery I

of spirit which was trebled when he t

took Alices locket from his bosom
only to discover that bullet which
struck him had almost entirely de
stroyed the face of the miniature-

He gripped the dinted and twisted
case and gazed at it witH thea blind man His heart
to beat andhis breath had the
sound we hear when a strongman dies
of a sudden wound Somehow the de

his soul as the final touch off sig-
nifying that Alice was fOreVer and
felt a blur pass over mind He
tried in vain to recall face and

so dear to him he to imag

while he was cold staring rigid then
the inevitable collapse came and
wept as only a strong mancan who
hurt to death yet cannot

Adrienne approached thinking
to speak to Him about Rene buthe did

leaving beside him a liberal supply of
food

CHAPTEB XX

Alices
Governor the note

sent him by Colonel Clark and replied
to it with curt dignity but his heart

i was As a soldier he was tnle
to tradition and nothing
could have induced him to surrender-
his command with dishonor

Lieutenant Governor Hamilton he
j wrote to Clark begs to acquaint Col-

onel Clark that he and his garrison are
i not to be awed Into any
j British subjects

Very brave words said Helm when
Hamilton read the note to him but

i youll sing a milder tune before many
minutes or you and your Whole garri
son will perish in a bloody heap Listen

I to those wild yells Clark has enough
men to eat you all up for
Youd better be reasonable
Its not bravery to court massacre

Hamilton turned away a
word and SNIt themessage
saw that he was excited and could be
still further wrought up

You are playing into the hands of
your bitterest enemies the Trogeat
ers he went on These Creoles over
whom youve held a hot poker win
ler are crazy to be turned loose upov
you and you know that theyve got
good cause to feel like giving you the

j extreme Theyll give It
without if they get the
Youve done enough

Hamilton whirled about and glared
j ferociously

Helm what do you mean he de-

manded in a voice as hollow as It was
i full of desperate passion
i The genial captain laughed as if he
had heard a good joke

You wont catch any fish It you
swear and you look blasphemous he

with the lightness of humor char-
I of him at all tinies Youd
better say a prayer or two Just re-

tlett a moment upon the awful sins you
committed and

A crash of coalescing volleys front
every direction broke otT his levity
Clark was his response to
Hamiltons The guns of
freedom rang out a prophecy of tri-
umph arid the hissing bullets ducked

i sharply as they entered the solid logs
j of the walls or whisked through an
i aperture and bowled over a man The
British musketeers returned the tire as

i bet they could with a and A
stubborn coolness openly

j although ho could not hide his
whenever one of them was

I disabled
I Lamothe and his men are refusing-

to obey orders said Farnsworth a lit
I tie later hastily approaching Hamilton
his face flushed a of hot

in his eyes There In a nasty
I can do nothing with them

not fired a shot
I

Mutiny Hamilton demanded-
Not just that They say they do

not wish to fire on their kinsmen and
i friends They are all French you
know and they see their cousins broth-
ers uncles and old acquaintances out
there in Clarks rubble I can do noth-
ing with

Shoot then
It will be a tossup which of us will

come out on top if we try Be-
sides if we begin a fight the
Americans will make short work of us

Well what in hell are to tfo
then tV

Oh fight thats all Farns
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worth apathetically to a small
loophole and glass
through it We might make a rush

gates and stampede them he
presently added Then he uttered an
exclamation of great surprise

Theres Lieutenant Beverley out
there h i exclaimed

Youre mistaken youre excited
Hamilton half sneeringly remarked yet
not shade of uneasiness In
his expression You forget sir

Look for yourself its easily s t
and Farnsworth proffered the

Hes timers to a certainty sir
I saw Beverley an hour asp said

Helm I knew all the hed
be on hand

was a white lie Captain Helm was
aa much surprised as his captors at

hOard but h could not resist
time temptation to be annoying

Hamilton looked as Farnsworth di-

rected and sure enough there was the
young Virginian lieutenant standing-
on a barricade his hat off cheering
lila men with a superb show of zeal
Not a hair of his head was missing so
far as the glass could be rolled upon to
HllO-

WOmIe Jazon thick old eyes saw time
gleam of the telescope tube in the loop-
hole

t1 never could shoot much he mut-
tered and then a little bullet sped with
absolute accuracy from his disreputable
looking and the object
lens to with
draw the glass uttering an ejaculation-
of Intense excitement

Such devils of marksmen said he
and his face was haggard That in-
fernal Indian lied-

I could have told you all the time
that the scalp LongHair brought to
you was not Beverleys said Helm in-

differently I recognized Lieutenant
Barlows hair as soon as I saw it

This was another piece of offhand
romance Helm did not dream that he
was accidentally sketching a horrible
truth

Barlows exclaimed Farnsworth-
Yes Barlows no

Two more men port
the blood spinning far out of
wounds Indeed through every

aperture In the walls the bullets were
now humming like mad hornets

Close that porthole stormed Ham-
ilton then to Farnsworth he
added endure this long
Shut up every place large enough for

to get through Go all around
give strict orders to all See that

do not foolishly expose themselves
Those ruffians out there have located
every crack

His glimpse df Beverley and the sin
ister remark of Helm had completely
unmanned him before his men fell
Now It rushed upon him that If he
would escape the wrath of the mad
dened Creoles and the vengeance of
Alices lover he must quickly throw
himself upon the mercy of It
was his only hope He chafed
but bore himself with stern coolness
He presently sought Farnsworth
pulled him aside and suggested that
something must be done to prevent an
assault and a massacre The sounds
outside seemed to forebode a gathering
for a desperate rush and In his
he felt all time terrors of awful
pation-

We are completely at their mercy
that Is plain he said
shoulders and gazing at tim wounded
men widthing in their agony What
do you suggest

Captain Farnsworth was a shrewd
officer He recollected that Philip De
jean justice of Detroit was on his way
down the Wabash from that post and
probably near at hand with a flotilla
of men and supplies ask for
a few days of truce It could do no

and if agreed to might be their
Hamilton jumped at the

thought and forthwith drew up a npte
which he sent out with a white
Never before in all his military
had he been so comforted by a
cessation of fighting His soul would
grovel in spite of him Alices cold face
now had beside it in his
fieldof inner vision a double assurance-
of Impending doom it seemed to him

was short delay in the arrival
Clarks reply hastily

scrawled on a bit of soiled paper The
request for a truce was flatly
but the note closed thus

If Mr Hamilton Desirous of a
Conference with Col Clark he will
meet him at the Church with Captn
Helms

The spelling was not very good and
there was a redundancy of capital let

yet Hamilton understood it all
it was very difficult for him 10

conceal his haste to attend the
conference Rat he was
to the thought

chilled him He could not face Father
who would rrobably be there

if there should be evidence
of the funeral what If he shuddered
and tried to break away from the
vision in his tortured brain

He sent a proposition to Clark to
him on time esplanade before the
gate of the fort but Clark de-

clined insisting upon the church And i

thither he at last consented 10 go It j

was an immense brace spirits to
have Helm beside him during that

which although but eightj
extent seemed to him a mat-

ter of On the way he had to i

pass new position taken up
by Beverley and his men It was a fine
test of nerve when the lieutenants-
eyes met those of the governor Nei-
ther man permitted the slightest
change of countenance to betray his
feelings In fact Beverleys face was
as rigid as marble he could not have
changed it

But with Oncle Jazon it was a differ-
ent affair He had no dignity to pre-
serve no fine military bearing to sus-
tain no terrible tug of conscience no
paralyzing grip if despair on his heart
When he saw Hamilton going by bear-
ing himself so superbly it affected the
French volatility in his nature to such
an extent that his tongue could not be
controlled

Va ten bete forban meurtrler
Skin out rom here beast robber mur-
derer he cried In his keen screech
owl voice Ill git thet scelp o yourn
afore sundown see f I dont Ye
onery galkiller an har buyer

The blood in Hamiltons veins caught
no warmth from these remarks but he
held his head high and passed stolidly
on as if he did not hear a word Helm
turned the tall of an eye upon Oncle
Jason and gave him a droll quizzical
wink of approval In response time old
man with grotesque solemnity drew
his buikhorn knife licked Its blade
and returned it to its bit of
pantomime well understood and keenly
enjoyed by the onlooking Creoles

Patois cwpuln they jeered gou
jat poltron

Beverley the taunting packet
But did not It which was welt
enough for he could not have re
itrained the bitter effervescence He
stood like a statue gazing fixedly at
the now receding figure the cold

man In whom hate
Clark had requested him to

be present at the conference in the
church but he declined feeling that he
could not meet Hamilton and restrain
Himself regretted his refusal

no he not as-
sassinate an enemy under flag
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In his heart he prayed that there
would be no surrender that Hamilton
would reject every offer To storm the

and revel butchersJ its garri
the only desirable thing left

for him in life
Father Beret was indeed present at

time church as Hamilton had dreaded
and the two duelists gave each other
a rapierlike eyethrust Neither
spoke however and Clark immediately
demanded a settlement of
in hand He was brusque and
Otis to a degree apparently rather
anxious to repel evi y peaceful ad-
vance

It was a laconic interview crisp as
Colonel Clark had no respect what-
ever for Hamilton to whom he had ap-
plied the imperishable adjective hair
buyer general On the other hand
Governor Hamilton who felt keenly
the disgrace of having to equalize him
sojf officially and discuss terms of

with a rough backwoodsman
could not conceal his contempt of
Clark

The five men of history Hamilton
Helm Jimmy Clark and Bowman were
not distinguished diplomats They
went at their work rather after the

fashion Clark
bluntly demanded unconditional sur
render Hamilton refused They ar
gued the matter Helm put in his oar
trying to soften the situation as was
lull custom on all occasions and re-

ceived from Clark a stinging reprimand
with the reminder that he was noth-
ing but a prisoner onparole and had
no voice at all in settling the terms of
surrender

l release him sir said Hamilton-
He is no longer a prisoner I am

quite willing to have Captain Helm join
freely in our conference

And I refuse to permit his accept-
ance of your favor responded Clark

Captain Helm you will return with
Mr Hamilton to the fort and remain
his captive until I free you by force
Meantime hold your tongue

Father Beret suave looking and
quiet occupied himself at the little al
tar apparently altogether indifferent-
to what was being said but he lost
not a word Of the talk

Qui habet aures audiendi audiat
he inwardly repeated smiling blandly

Gaudete in lila die etexultate
Hamilton rose to go deep lines of

worry creased his face but when the
party had passed outside he suddenly
turned upon Clark and said

Why do you demand impossible
terms of me

I will tell you sir was the stern
answer in a tone in which there was
no mercy compromise I would
rather have you refuse I desire noth
ing so much as ap excuse to wreak lull
and bloody vengeance on every man in
that fort who has engaged in the busi
ness of employing savages to scalp
brave patriotic men and defenseless
women and children The cries of the
widowsand the fatherless on our fron-
tiers require the blood of the Indian

at my hands If you choose
massacre of your garrison-

to save those despicable redhanded
partisans have your pleasure
you have done you know better
do I have a to perform You
may be able to soften nature I

it head to send for
some of our bereaved women to wit
ness my terrible work arid see that it
is well dung If you insist upon the
worst

Major Hay who was Hamiltons
agentnow with some difficulty

his throat spoke up
sir said he who is it that
Indian partisans-

Sir replied Clark seeing that his
words had gone home I take
Major Hay to be the principals

This seemed to strike Hay with dead
ly force Clarks report says that he
was pale and trembling scarcely able
to stand and that Hamilton blushed
and I observed was much affected at
his behavior Doubtless If the doughty
American commander had known more
about the governors feelings just then
he would have added that an awful
fear even greater than the Indian
agents did more than anything elfe to
congest the veins in his face

The parties separated without reach
ing an agreement but the end had
come The terror in Hamiltons soul
was doubled by a wild scene enacted
under the walls of his fort a scene
which having no proper place in this
story strong as its historical interest
unquestionably is must be but out-
lined A of Indians returning
from a in Kentucky
and along the Ohio was captured on
the outskirts of the town by some of
Clarks men who proceeded to kill and
scalp them within full view of the be-
leaguered garrison after which their
mangled bodies were flung into the
river

If the British commander
further wine of dread to fill
withal it was furnished by an osten-
tatious marshaling of the American
forces for a ceperal assault His spirit
brOke completely that It looked like
n godsend to him when Clark finally
offered terms of honorable surrender
the consummation of which was to l e
postponed until the following morniHg-
He accepted promptly appending to
the articles of capitulation the follow
ing reasons for his action Time re
motencss from succor the state and
quantity of provisions etc unanimity

and men in its expediency
the honorable terms allowed and
lastly the confidence in a generous
enemy

Confidence in a generous enemy Ab-
ject fear of time vengeance Just
wreaked upon his savage emissaries
would have been the true statement
Bgverley read the paper when Clark
sent for him but he could not join in
the extravagant delight of his fellow
officers and their brave men What did
alt this victory to him Hamil
ton to be treated an honorable pris-
oner of war permitted to strut forth
from the fort with his sword at his
side his head pcalpbuyer the
murderer of Alice What was patriot-
ism to the crushed hrart of a lover
Even if his vision had been able to
Pierre the future and realize the splen-
dor of AngloSaxon civilization which
was to follow that little triumph at
Ylncennes what pleasure could It
hive afforded him Alice onJy
Alice no other thought had influence
savev the recurring of desire for
vengeance uponher murderer

And yet that night Bererloy slept
awl so forgot his despair for many
hours even dreamed a pleasant dream
of home where his childhood was
spent of the stately oW houee on the
breezy 11111 top overlooking a sunny
plantation with a little river lapsing
and shimmering through It His
mothers dear arms were around him
her loving breath stirred his hair and
his stalwart grayheaded father sat on
the veranda comfortably smoking his
pipe while away in the wide fields the
negroes sang at the plow and the hoe
Sweeter and sweeter grew the scene
softer the air tenderer the blending
sounds of the watermurmur tear

birdsong and slavesong until
hand In band he wandered with Alice
in greening groves where the air was

with the ecstacy of spring
A YOUR officer awoke him with an

order from Clark to jrro on duty at once
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with Captains Worthington and Wll
Hunts who under Colonel Clark him-

self to takp of tbe
fort Mechanically he obeypd The sun
was far up slfhmig between clouds of
a leaden watery hue by the time ev-

erything was peauy for the important
ceremony Beside the main gate of the
stockade two companies ot patriots un-

der Bowman and McCarty were drawn
up as guards while the British garrt
son tiled out and was taken in cbargoi
This bit of formality cBdod Governor
Hamilton tended Hy his of-

ficers went back into the fort and the
gate was closed

Clark now gave orders that prepara
tions be made for hauling down the-

British flag and hoisting the young
banner of liberty In Its place when ev-
erythlns should bo ready for a salute
of thirteen guns from the captured
battery

Helms round face was beaming
Plainly it showed that his happiness
was supreme He dared not say any-
thing however for Clark was now all
sternness and formality it would be
dangerous to take any liberties but h
could smile and rollhis quid of tobacco
from cheek to cheek

Hamilton and Farnsworth the latter
slightly wounded In the left whiph
was bandaged stood together sorne
what apart from their fellow officers
while preliminary steps for celebrating
their defeat and capture were In prog-
ress They looked forlorn enough to
have excited deep sympathy under
fairer conditions

Outside the fort the Creoles were be-
ginning a noise of jubilation The ru-
mor of what was going to be done had
passed from mouth to mouth until
every soul in the town knew and
thrilled with expectancy Men women
and children came swarming to see
the sight and to hear at close range
the crash of the cannon They shouted
in a scattering way at first and then
the tumult grew swiftly to a solif roll-
Ing tide that seemed beyond all com-
parison with the population of Via
cenncs Hamilton heard it and trem-
bled inwardly afraid lest the mob
should prove too strong for the guard

One leonine voice roared distinctly
high above the noise It was a sound
familiar to all the Creoles that bellow
ing shout of Gaspard Roussillons He
was roaming around the stockade hay
ing been turned back by the guard
when he tried to pass through the main
gateThey shut me out he bellowed fu
riously I am Gaspard Rousslllon and
they shut me out Ziff me voted je
vais entrer immediatement moi

He attracted but little attention
however the people and the soldiery
were alt o excited by the special in
terest of the occasion and too busy
with making a racket of their own
for any individual even the great
Roussillon to gain their eyey or ears
He in turn scarcely heard the tumult

made so selfcentered were his
burning thoughts and feelings A great
occasion in Vincennes and he Gaspard
Roussillon not recognized as one of
the large factors in it Ah no never
And he strode along the wall
stockade turning the and
heavily shambling over the inequalities
till he reached the postern It was
Jict fastened some one having passed
thrqugh Just before him

ejaculated stepping into
the area and shaking himself alter thi
manner of a dusty mastiff Cfest mot
Gaspard Rouseillon His massive un
der taw was set like that of a vise
yet it quivered with rage a rage which
was more fiery condensation of self
approval than anger

Outside the shouting singing and
huzzahs gathered strength and v l
ume until the sound became a hoarse
roar Clark was uneasy he had over
heard much of a threatening character
during the siege The Creoles were he
knew just exasperated and even his
own men had been showing a syirjt
which might easily be fanned into al
dangerous flame of vengeance He was
very anxious to have the formalities ot
taking possession of time fort over with
so that he could the better control his
forces Sending for Beverley he as
signed him to the duty of hauling down
the British flag and running up that
of Virginia It was an honor of HO
doubtful sort which under different
circumstances would have made the
lieutenants heart glow As it was h
proceeded without any sense of pride r
pleasure moving as a machine in
performing an act significant beyonfl
any other done west of the mountains
in the great struggle for American In
dependence and the control of Amei1
can territory

Hamilton stood a little way front tHe
foot of the tallflagpole his armsfoW
ed on his breast his chin slightly dratyn
in his brows contracted gazing stead
Hy at Beverley while he was untying
the halyard which had been wound
around the voles base aboat
three feet above the ground The
American troops in the fort were dis-
posed so as to form three sides of a
hollow square faring inward OneleJ-
HZOII serving a the ornamental ex-
treme of one line was conspicuous los

outlandish garb and unmiHtary
bearing The silence InsWe the stock-
ade offered a strong contrast to tile
tremendous roar of voices outside
Clark made a signal and at the tap eC
a drum Beverley shook time ropes bole
anu began to lower British color
Slowly the bright etnWeni of earths
mightiest nation crept down in toko
of the fact that a handful ef back
woodsmen had won an empire by a
splendid stroke of pure heroism Bev-
erley detached the lung and saluting
handed it to Colonel Clark HamU
tons breast heaved and lila iron jams
tightened their pressure until the lime
of bis cheeks were deep furrows ef
pain

Father Beret who had just been ad-
mitted quietly took a place at one side
near the wall There was a fine warm
benignant smile on his old face yet
his powerful shoulders drooped as ft
weighed down with a heavy load
Hamilton was aware whoa fee entered
and instantly scene of their cuss
filet came into lila memory with awftti
vividness and he saw Alice lying out
stretched stark and cold the shining
titrand of hair fluttering across hoc
paliid cheek Her ghost overshadowed
him

Just then there was a birdlike move
mont a winglike rustle and light
Jismre flitted swiftly across the area
All eyes were turned upon it Harail
ton recoiled as pale as death half
lifting his hands as if to ward off a
deadly Now and then a gay flag wits
hang owt over his head He saw before
him the girl he had shot but her
beautiful face was not waxen now nor
was rt cold or lifeless The rich roil
blood was strong under the browned
yet delicate skin the eyes were bright
and brave the cherry lips slfghtiy
apart gave a gllmpee of pearl white
teeth and the dimples those roguish
dimples twinkled sweetly

Colonel Clark looked on in amaze-
ment and in spite of himself in ad
miration He did not understand the
sudden incident bewildered hint but
his virile nature was instantly
wholly harmed Something like a
breath of violets shook the tenders
chords of his heart

To be Continued
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